This is a synthetic compound, chemically described as diethyl-malonyl-urea. It occurs in colourless crystals of a slightly bitter taste, and is soluble in 145 parts of water at 20? C.
In an address by Dr. Landouzy, he remarks that "Vittel at home will become as easy as Vichy at home, and its reputation will be equal to the services it has already rendered and those it will render in the future. . . . The Vittel cure is a cure by drinking water that modifies metabolism, specially acting against the gouty diathesis, chronic joint trouble, and functional urinary or bilious calculosis."
